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Section I – Introduction: 

Vision: 

I believe that assessments are opportunities for students to show us teachers whether or not they 
are ready to move on from topic to another. Every assessment has to be intentional and 
meaningful. Intentional because assessments should give us information on how well our 
students understand the concepts that are being presented. Meaningful because every assessment 
should have a purpose if not then why even give it in the first place? Assessments come in 
different forms and shapes, each measuring a different type of understanding. Traditional pencil 
and paper exams might only measure a student’s knowledge while a class discussion might 
measure a student’s conceptual understanding of the topic. This is why I believe every teacher 
should have a basket full of assessment tools.  

Guiding Principles: 

My students will be the one’s guiding my assessments. I will be very explicit with my 
expectation so that they may know what the end goal is and how it looks. I will informally assess 
my students through the questions that we raise during our discussion and through those 
discussions I will be able to determine how well my students understand the concepts I am 
presenting to them. This will guide my current and future lessons to determine whether they need 
additional accommodations or modifications. I will not take away the rigor from my lessons 
because I will still hold my students to high expectations, I will simply add in those scaffolds that 
will help my students show me that they have mastered the concepts in the formal and informal 
assessments I provide them with. I will also mirror my assessments with those from the state that 
have been set in place to assess how well my students know the subject so that they may be 
better prepared for those types of assessments. My main focus is to see how my students are 
getting to the end goal and how can my assessments not only give me the information I seek but 
also show them that they are progressing and are reaching the academic learning goals we have 
set. 

Goals: 

 In order to make my assessment vision come to life I will implement the following goals: 

• I will give my students a quiz after every unit block to determine whether we are ready 
to move onto the next unit.  



• I will provide my students with instant feedback by giving them an answer key so that 
they may self-assess and see where they have made a mistake.  

• I will provide my students with more personal written feedback after I have analyzed it 
the same day and return student work the following or subsequent day.  

• I will be very explicit with my expectations by both stating them and writing them on 
the board.  

• I will give assessments that mirror those of the state wide assessments. 
• I will use the state standards as the base for my instruction so that I may assess my 

students on the requirements that are expected of them. 

Challenges: 

The challenges that I anticipate may arise based on the goals I have set to fulfill are the 
following: 

• Given the quiz after every unit block, I can anticipate that some students will have 
mastered the unit and other are still struggling with it. My challenge will be to 
accommodate for those students and help them catch up without lowering the rigor and 
preventing my more advance students reach higher mathematical levels.  

• I anticipate for some students to need more feedback than simply having the answer 
given to them because they may struggle with the whole problem solving procedure. 

• I may not be able to finish analyzing all of my student work the same day I have given 
the assessment and in turn I will not be able to return it in a timely fashion.  

• Although I may think that I am being explicit with my expectations some students may 
still need further clarification so that they do know what is being expected of them. I will 
need to make sure that I am using student friendly language and not assume that they 
understand everything that I am saying.  

• Although I may provide students with assessments that mirror those of the state wide 
assessments, I may not being able to fully assess the level of conceptual understanding of 
each student.  

• A challenge that I may face using the state standards is that I may have to spend more 
time on a specific standard and will not have enough time to cover every single standard 
in which they will be tested on. I will need to make priorities and trying to cover as much 
as possible while at the same time making sure that no one falls behind and no one is held 
back from excelling.  

Section II – Psycho-Social Elements: 

Motivation: 

I understand that historically assessments have been viewed as how much you know and don’t 
know. I want my students to see that is much more than that. I want them to see them as a 



opportunity to show that you have mastered the concepts you have learned. I want them to use 
the assessments as a means to push them to do better the next time. I want to create learning 
opportunities from the mistakes that have occurred. I don’t want them to be discouraged the next 
time they take an assessment; I want them to know that their mistakes will help them and the 
class as a whole.  

Engagement level: 

I want my students to take the assessments I have given them and engage in a mathematical 
conversation about how they got to an answer and analyze each other’s work. I want them to 
volunteer their own work and present their work to the whole class so that they may receive 
constructive feedback that will allow them to reflect on their work so that they can fix their 
errors.  

 Interest in the subject: 

I want my students to want to show me how much they know and understand the subject with the 
assessments I provide them with. I want them to think outside the box and provide me with more 
than one way to solve a solution and share that strategy with the rest of the class.  

Psychology of Success Elements: 

• Locus of control: 
o I want my students to use my assessments to determine whether they need to 

change their learning tactic so that they may be able to acquire a full 
understanding of the subject and not just acquire the “big picture.” 

• Acceptance and Belonging level: 
o The assessments that I provide my students with will invite my students to show 

them that they have what it takes to solve any given problem. They will have the 
courage to attempt a rigorous problem and ask other students to guide them in the 
right path if they may stumble upon a little bump along the way. They will help 
each other and not belittle anyone if they may be struggling with the assessment. 
They will be comfortable to express to others that they do not know how to solve 
a specific problem and will listen to what others may have to say.  

• Growth vs. Fixed Ability Orientation: 
o I want my assessments to become a tool in which my students use to assess their 

learning progress in order to reach the academic goals. I want them to realize that 
they can achieve much more beyond the assessments that I provide them with.  

Section III – Methodological Emphasis and Soundness: 

• Selected Response Test and Quizzes: 



o I plan to give my students various quizzes that are selected response in order to 
prepare them for the state wide exams. To further prepare them for such exams, I 
will give them a mocked timed selected response tests. I will then have reflect on 
how prepared they felt going into the exam and how well they felt they did. After 
that initial reflection they will reflect once again after they have received their 
scores to see if their preparation was well aligned with their performance. After 
both reflections I will have them create a list of the different learning tactics they 
can choose to take on in order to better prepare them for the exam.  

• Personal communication and “cognitive engagement”/ discussion strategies: 
o I plan to prepare a list of guiding questions I can ask my students to help them 

think more critically about the questions I present to them but not to simply spoon 
feed them the answer. I want them to think about why they are taking a specific 
route to solve a problem. This will allow me to see how my students are thinking 
both on an individual level and on a group level. I will conduct my students in a 
classroom discussion on the areas that we may be struggling with and those areas 
in which we may not agree on a specific method to solve a problem. 

• Performance Assessment: 
o After every unit (or major unit) I plan to have the students demonstrate their 

knowledge by creating a project. I will have the students look at real world 
scenarios in which they will be asked to find real world solutions. For example 
students can be asked to design a box that will maximize the volume given 
specific parameters to work with. Though performance assessment I will be able 
to see if my students were able to apply what they have learned in a problem they 
may face in their everyday lives or in their future careers. 

• Assessing Inquiry: 
o I will build on students’ prior knowledge in order to see how well they can use 

what they already know to learn something new. This will give my students the 
opportunity to own the lesson as they are the ones that are discovering the math 
through their funds of knowledge. I will scaffold their learning and provide them 
with the opportunity to build on what they have learned. The subsequent lessons 
will build on their ability to learn the concept and discover an additional 
mathematical concept. 

• Assessing Direct Instruction: 
o  I will use direct instruction as a last resort to clarify the misunderstandings that 

my students were unable to discover on their own and/or as a group. While giving 
direct instruction I will embed some guided questions so that my students can be 
more engaged in the direct instruction and start a whole class discussion. 

• Formative vs. Summative Assessment: 
o I will constantly use formative assessment to see my student’s progress towards 

the achievement of the academic learning goals we have set in place. I can even 



turn my summative assessment into a formative assessment if I come to the 
conclusion that it has to be turned into a formative assessment. Such a conclusion 
will be made if the students have demonstrated that they are not ready to move 
onto the next unit. I will use this “summative assessment” and create a following 
lesson that will help them fill in the gaps in which they struggled in.  

• Communicating Assessment Information to Parents: 
o Students will put their quizzes and classwork in a notebook that they take home 

every day. They will be able to share their results with their parents if the student 
wishes to do so, or if the parent asks their child how they are doing in the class. 
The results will also be shared to the parents by the teacher during a back to 
school night meeting. 

Section IV – Featured Techniques: 

• Self and peer assessment for culminating projects: 
o I will use it at the end of a unit as a summative assessment. Students will be given 

a rubric that has the requirements of the project before the students actually start 
working on the project. This will let my students know what my expectations for 
such a project are. They will also be given two project samples (one poor example 
and good example) in which they will assess. They will have to give it a grade 
and also give it feedback as to why they got that grade and how they can make it 
better. By having the students grade these two project samples they will be able to 
see what each student thought about the projects and the grades they assigned to 
each. This will show my students truly what the expectations are so that they 
project can reflect that of the good example. I will be able to see if the students 
graded fairly and if they actually understood the concepts that were presented. It 
is practical because the students are grading each other’s work instead of having 
myself grade each one of them. They will know that their grades are reliable 
because feedback was given to them. The students will be responsible for 
assessing each other’s work and will also need to defend and justify the grades 
they have assigned.  

• Selected response exams: 
o I will use this form of assessment 2-3 times per semester. I chose to use this form 

of assessment because students need to also know how to take a formal state 
exam. This experience will better prepare them for such exams in which they will 
also be exposed in the university level. I will formally read the instructions for the 
questions they will be asked just as I would proctor a state exam. The students 
will be given a test booklet with a bubble answer sheet. They will be timed and 
will be on their way.  The students will be able to use this assessment to 
determine what are their strengths and weaknesses by taking such an exam. They 
will also discuss what learning tactic they used to study fir the exam and 



determine if it was appropriate or if they needed a different or an additional 
learning tactic. This assessment will show me if my students are truly struggling 
with the content or if they are just anxious test takers. It is reliable because it is an 
assessment that will reflect those that will be given to them by the state. Having 
the selected response is practical in the sense that it is easy to grade. Students will 
do an error analysis on their mistakes to fill in those gaps and become better test 
takers.  

• Journal reflections: 
o I will have students set 3 goals in the beginning of the school year and every 3 

weeks we will take a look back at each goal and how close are we to meet each 
goal and if we have not yet met it, what are the nest steps that need to be taken so 
that we may accomplish those goals. I will use the journals after each block of 
every unit (every 2-4 days). Students will write about their strengths and 
weaknesses in relation to each block and what are the next steps they need to take 
in order to master that specific block. The students will take the last 10 minutes of 
class to write in their journals, and I will randomly call on a student to share what 
learning tactic they will set in place in order to reach their goal, the student may 
or may not share their goal if they wish or do not wish to do so. I will use this 
information to see if the learning tactics that the students are using are actually 
working for them or if I should give them further guidance on what they can do to 
be successful. I will also use their journals to see if I need to slow down my 
instruction or if I need to speed up my pacing plan. The journals are reliable 
because many students prefer to share in a more private setting through journals 
and so this will allow me to reach out to those students that are shyer. It is 
practical because the students will be reflecting in one notebook and they will be 
able to keep track of their progress. I will have the students write down what 
grade they received on each assessment and what grade they received after they 
have retaken a similar assessment. Students will in turn have better learning 
tactics other than just studying more. They will gave a greater locus of control and 
strive to do better every time.  
 

 

 


