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Section I Introduction 

Vision - Assessment is the opportunity to find out what my students know. Knowing 
what they know I can plan academic instructional as well as  

Guiding Principles – Students will always be tasked with a set of learning outcomes and 
so it is my job to facilitate connections between students and content. To gage student 
progress towards the learning goals, assessments will be used. These student assessments 
will then guide my practice as a teacher. Not all classes and not all students have the 
same needs and abilities. Through assessment I can differentiate for the variety of 
students in my class.  

Goals –  

1. Provide students with clear structured objectives and expectations 
2. Provide timely formative feedback  
3. Adjust my instruction accordingly to ensure student success 
4. Differentiate instruction to meet student diversity 
5. Create a dynamic student centered safe learning community 

Challenges – The challenges that will arise as I attempt to implement my assessment 
strategies are many for a first year teacher. Among them, keeping students engaged for 
the entire class period is key. I have had mixed success with student attention and feel 
that a trial and error approach is likely to provide me with the experience and judgment to 
know what works and what doesn’t. Differentiation will also be a formidable challenge. 
Depending on the needs of the class and individual students  

 

Section II Psycho-Social Elements 

Motivation – I want assessment to be as important to the students as a punch line in a 
joke. If my students are interested in solving puzzles, and discovering the details in how 
things work, then their motivation levels will be high. Because I will be attempting to use 
Standards Based Assessment in my class, students will always have the opportunity to go 
back and improve their grades. This will ideally provide students with a source of 
motivation. 



Engagement Level – The students in my classroom will encounter a very active 
discussion based environment (checking for understanding). I will regularly engage the 
students in providing feedback and explanations. Their ability to explain will inform my 
teaching.  

Interest in the Subject – Because my class will focus on understanding and not ranking 
by performance, students will feel as though their opportunity for mastery is always open. 
The feeling of falling behind will not occur as it does in traditional classrooms and so will 
not result in loss of interest. My lessons will also include real life situations and 
connections so that the subject matter stays fresh and relevant to my students. 

Ability to Work with Others – In my classroom students will regularly work in small 
groups. Upon completion of group work activities students will be asked to reflect on 
their group efforts. Using rubrics for collaborative groups work students will self evaluate 
and also give peer feedback.  

Locus of Control – Using a Standards Based Assessment will provide the students will 
some degree of control over the timing of their efforts to master a pending subject. Group 
work and project based assignments will also give students control over the details of 
learning and learning as a group. 

Acceptance and Belonging Level – Students in my classroom will have a great feeling 
of acceptance and belonging due to the great emphasis on group work, community, and 
helping others. Helping others or peer tutoring will allow students to build community 
and goodwill in the classroom.  

Growth Orientation vs. Fixed Ability Orientation – In my classroom all students will 
be encouraged and challenged to excel! Specifically, this means that through assessment 
in the classroom students will create goals for themselves that push their comfort levels 
and create success opportunities. 

 

Section III Methological Emphasis and Soundness 

(validity, reliability/sampling, practicality, and positive consequences/benefits) 

SR Test and Quizes – These forms of assessments will be utilized when quick facts and 
instant results are needed. These types of assessments also lend themselves to student self 
and peer assessment. Because responses are factual there is no need for interpretation and 
an opportunity for possible confusion.  

Personal communication and “cognitive engagement”/discussion strategies – 
Discussions in my classroom will fit the purpose of creating a scenario of possibilities 
and later to discuss the results of investigations around those possibilities. These 
discussions will provide formative feedback but just for the class as a whole. This  
technique is not applicable to simpler topics that are quickly explored. 
 



Performance assessment (includes problem-based tasks) – Performance assessments 
will be used to gage individual task related skills. Due to the variability in opportunities 
to assess all students equally this type of assessment will be used to inform my teaching 
as a whole. I will use this as a gateway for certain tasks and revisit others on a regular 
basis. 
 
Assessing Inquiry – Inquiry assessment will follow the scientific method and will be 
provided to the students as a checklist. Beyond finding the solution I will assess if their 
thinking process was logical. With out a set approach for assessing inquiry the process is 
difficult to assess since their may be many different variables, many of which ar not 
clearly visible.  
 
Assessing Direct Instruction – Direct instruction can assessed any number of ways. 
Direct instruction may focus on facts one moment and then focus on higher thinking 
concepts and so assessment will have to match the content and not the deliver method. 
Selected response may be reasonable in one instance and then essay may be reasonable in 
another.  
 
Formative vs. Summative Assessment – I will use formative assessment a majority of 
the time for gauging lesson progress, student progress, individual ability, and lesson 
effectiveness. Summative assessment will occur at the end of my lessons and provide a 
final report on what students learned and to what degree. Some students will have an 
opportunity to retake certain assessments and improve their proficiency. Both will have a 
place and a purpose in my classroom. 
 
Communicating Assessment Information to Parents – In my classroom assessment 
information will be communicated to parents electronically and in a paper format. 
Electronically I will use Edmodo or a similar web community interface to make scores on 
assignments and progress towards standards mastery available to both students and 
parents. I intend to send home biweekly progress slips home in order to communicate 
with parents who choose not to or are unable to utilize the Edmodo system. 
 

 

Section IV featured Techniques 

Technique 1 -  Standards Based Assessment 

Standards based assessment will correct the student belief that I failed and that’s it. It will 
address the loss of motivation and control that is often felt by students when they fall 
behind and are struggling to catch up.  

Standards based assessment would occur at the end of a unit or at various check points 
along the way to achieving the standard. An example could be an ecology test for various 
principles before it asked the students to link them all together. Check points could 
include quizzes, essays, group projects, verbal inquiry, or presentations. The final 



assessment for the standard would be a more formal short answer exam were the students 
could explain their ideas and display examples of their critical thinking. 

Students would receive scores (passing or not) from their standards based assessments 
and then be able to see where they could make improvements in order to master the 
standard. As a teacher, I would also be able to see which students passed the assessment, 
needed after school tutoring, additional study materials, or an academic intervention. I 
would also be able to gage how effective my instruction was and potentially follow up 
with a review lesson or activity. These assessments would be easy to initiate along the 
way since they would have been prepared prior to the beginning of the unit. Keeping 
track of which students passed and which students didn’t might require much more 
organization. Ideally students would take the lead in following up and asking for 
materials. For this reason standards based assessment would require a high degree of 
classroom routine execution. This ideal may not be 100% practical and would require 
more work on the part of the teacher.  

 

Technique 2 - Feedback Cards 

The use of feedback cards is very handy during instruction (formative assessment) when I 
would like to know if the class understands the material and how individual students are 
doing. Using feedback cards allows me to instantly assess and adjust my instruction. 

En example of how I would use feedback cards: The cards have Yes, No, 1234, and 
ABCD options on them. Students will display the answers to the teacher and assessment 
will occur. Ideally these are use for questions like, “what is the name of the position at 
the top of the food chain?” followed by 4 possible answers on the board or screen that the 
students could choose from.  

 



Students as well as teachers are able to get instant feedback and correct for 
misunderstandings or misleading lessons. Students are also able to get individual 
feedback, which contributes to their locus of control. As a teacher I can also target 
students who are not participating or doing poorly. 

This approach is very sound when every student participates and the teacher takes full 
advantage of all the implications both relating to students and to lesson effectiveness. It’s 
very easy to employ but requires some advance preparation for setting up questions.  

 

Technique 3 - Last Chance Instructional Adjustment 

Finally I will employ a last chance instructional adjustments, which will be used before I 
give the standards based assessments. These assessments will be in essence practice 
exams. The questions used will be short answer essay type questions that will ask the 
students to demonstrate their understanding of the concepts involved in the particular 
standard being assessed.  

A sample question could read, “Assume you are the game warden of a wild life reserve. 
Using your knowledge of ecology, what would happen if one day a genetic disease wiped 
out all the grasses in the tropical grasslands?” The practice assessment would give me 
very practical information on what the students know and what we might have to review 
before the standards based assessment was given. 

The students would answer the questions and then receive feedback the same day or the 
following day. This would give them an opportunity to self evaluate and create a plan for 
bridging their knowledge gap. For me as a teacher I could assist the students by providing 
review materials as well as last chance mini lessons and tutoring after school. 

The idea of checking for understanding right before an important exam is a vital last step 
in the careful planning for student success. Care must be taken in order to not disclose too 
many details about the nature of the problems in the final exam however. Too many 
similarities and you run the risk of outright giving students the answers. However if the 
practice questions are too far removed from the subject matter then the practice questions 
become irrelevant and potentially misleading.  

 


